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Useful resource

on PTA wili serve as

Percutaneous Tumaor Ablation
ifi Medical Radiology, by T J
Vogl, T K Helmberger, M G
Mack and M T Reiser
Published by Springsr Verlag,
price £107 50.

Reviewed by Dr Gail ter
Haarx, Head of Therapeutic,
Physice Department, Royal
Marsden Hospital, Sutton,
Surrey.

“Percutaneous Tumor
Ablation” is a4 new volume in
the series Medical Radiology:
Dizgnostic Imaging and
Radiation Oncology published
by Springer Verlag. The book
aims to help. radiologists
improve their skills in percu
taneous image guided abla-
tion technigues,

Locoregional chemother-
apy and thermal sablative
therapies are introduced, and
clinical and practical aspects,
latest advances and applica-
tiong of these techniques are
discussed

For the purposes of this
voiume, “tumour ablation” ig
defined as “the direct applica-
tion of thermal or chemical
therapies to a specifie focal
tumour in order to achieve
either exadication or substan-
tial tumour destruction”

The concentration on per-
cutaneous techniques means
that extracorporeal tech-
niques, such as high intensity
focused ultrasound (HIFID,
have been excluded This
seems to be a missed oppor-
tunity. Cryoablation is also
not included

In this multi-author book,
after an initial chapter on the
“Basic Principles i Oncology”,
the technologies of percuta.
neous ablative techniques are
introduced There are individ-
ual chapters on radiofre-
quency, microwave and laser

‘a startin

and on vascular
ablative (locoregional therapy
and iransarterial chemoem-

bolisatton (FACE)), actinic

ablation,

ablative (high dose 1ate
brachytherapy, selective inter-
nal radiotherapy and intra-
arterial Jodine-131-Lipiadol)
and instillation {alecohol and
hone coment) technigues

The final two sections of
the book cover clinieal indica-
tions (including liver, kidney,
soft tissue, muscular skeletal,
head and neck, and bone)
and treatment strategies (for
hepatocellular  earcinoma
(HCC) and bone)

The introductery chapters
provide useful broad owver-
views of the different tech-
niques For specific technical
detail and an understanding of
the scientific basis, the reader
is guided towards wider refer-
ences as these are not thor-
oughly covered here

In the clinical chapters,
indications and contra-indica-
tions are well covered, gener-
ally in a very clear style The
lustrative material is in gen-
eral excellent, with well cho-
sen examples of treatment
efficacy.

As  with many multi-
authors works, there is some
variation in the way things
are covered and, in this con-
text, it is a pity that the
chapters have no uniformity
of style Owerall this book
provides a useful resource
and will probably be used
mostly as a starting point for
finding out more about indi-
vidual treatment techniques
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